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mad. So many horses were shot down that evening that in forty
places the shallow ravine was fordable over heaped-up carcases
and through the ravine ran a wide stream of blood. What was
left of Castile-reeled to the rear and fled in hopeless, undisciplined
disorder. The van perished. Two years later, thanks to the
brilliance of the pleading ofJoao das Regras, his devotion and that
of Nun' Alvares, the Master of Avis ascended the throne at the
express wish of the people. " The knights of John of Avis were
no longer the old feudal lords who had accompanied the rise and
decline of the House of Burgundy. The rakish, unorganised feudal
court gave place to a respectable, orderly centre of the new middle-
class nobility. The old autocracy had lost its prestige and often
its property to those who had supported the new dynasty with
their strength and abilities and risked their wealth in its favour . . .
The discipline of the court was severe. To some extent the altera-
tion in outlook was due to the English Queen Philippa, austere,
bounteous and pious. John himself, neither surpassingly great by
his understanding or by his power of decision, yet possessed ample
good sense and followed the influences of his time expressed in
the personalities of Nun' Alvares, Alvaro Pais and Joao das Regras.
The maxim, Fear to Misrule, put before Prince Duarte and his
brothers (among them Prince Henry, of course) was a new precept
in the education of princes . . . "5
The wheel continued to turn, to preparations for battle, dreams
and celestial signs, to Ceuta ... " The King largely rewarded
all the lords who had accompanied him, and he also gave great
largesse to those of the common people who had done well, each
according to his trade. And all were content. From Algarve the
King and the Infantes wrent first to Evora, where the Infanta Izabel
received them, surrounded by noble ladies. And wherever they
passed the people welcomed them with great joy. And as for the
manner in which they were received (throughout the country)
and the joy of the people, I will not speak of them at greater length ;
for all those who shall read of the so virtuous deeds of this great
prince (the King Dom Joao), and the pains he was at, and the
exploits which he accomplished, for the safety and honour of his
people, will well be able to conceive with what love he was welcomed
wherever he passed, above all after winning so great a victory . . . *>ft
The wheel continues to turn. Prince Henry at Sagres, Gil Eanes
at Bojador, Diniz Dias at Cape Verde, Diogo Cao at the mouth of
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